In some patients, standard tracheostomy tubes are not long enough to actually reach the trachea. When faced with such a situation, the otolaryngologist can construct a customized, adjustable-flange tube by following a fourstep procedure:
Step 1. Assemble the necessary equipment. You will need an orotracheal tube and a standard tracheostomy tube with an adjustable flange (figure, A).
Step 2. Cut the flange off the tracheostomy tube (figure , B) .
Step 3. Cut the cuff offthe orotracheal tube (figure , C).
Step 4. Place the tracheostomy tube flange over the orotracheal tube ( figure , D) .
Before the flange is secured to the patient's neck, its position can be adjusted to create a tube of almost any desired length , even long enough to reach the tracheal carina. The new tube is best positioned by introducing it over a flexible endoscope.
